
WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THOSE WHO NEVER HEARD OF CHRIST? 

Building on the previous question, we know that nobody can be saved apart from Jesus Christ (Acts 

4:12, John 14:6), and those who do not believe that Jesus is the Messiah will die in their sins (John 

8:24). Millions of people living today have heard this Gospel, whether they respond to the call or 

not. 

But some people have not heard about Jesus, the Savior of the World. What, then, is their eternal 

destiny? 

This is what we know from the Scriptures: God is merciful and just (righteous). 

*"My judgement is righteous" (John 5:30) 

*"The Lord is very compassionate and merciful" (James 5:11) 

We believe that He will deal with those who have never heard of Him compassionately and justly. 

Remember the discussion of the Moral Argument in question #1  Humans have an inherent sense of 

right and wrong. That innate sense accounts for virtues of honesty, wisdom, courage, and justicethat 

appear in every culture and every generation. Every single person living today, or living 1,000 or 

5,000 years ago, was made in the image and likeness of God. He knows each has use of the moral 

intuition with which he or she was born. 

God is fair and just. No one will be judged because they never heard the Gospel. 

THE STORY OF CORNELIUS AD ST. PETER 

Acts 10 relays the story of the conversion of Cornelius, which sheds some light on this question. 

Cornelius was a Roman but was very devout toward the Jewish God. In a vision, an angel of the Lord 

told him that God was pleased with him and that he was to send for and listen to "Simon surnamed 

Peter." 

He did this, and Peter came to his house and spoke with him and his household, who were Gentiles 

and ignorant about Jesus-but after Peter's words of Jesus' life, death and resurrection, they were 

filled with the Holy Spirit and Peter baptised them all. 

This story points out that if a person, like Cornelius is genuinely seeking God with all his or her heart, 

God will inevitably reveal Himself to us one way or another. 

GOD REVEALS HIMSELF TO ALL 

The Scriptures tells us that God does not "..leave Himself without witness" (Acts 14:17). This simply 

means that God reveals Himself-- in His own way- to everyone because He desires all men to be 

saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth (1 Tim 2:4). 

 



We don't know the ways of God and how He reveals Himself to others. The problem comes when we 

want God to reveal Himslef to others in our way, with out methods. Its a central biblical principal 

that no one has ever remained lost if they wanted to be found. 

ONLY GOD KNOWS 

The question of destiny belongs only to Him who will judge the world in righteousness. We are not 

to speculate on the destiny of others- this falls in the domain of God alone. 

Solomon prayed and said "Forgive, act, and give to everyone according to all his ways, whose heart 

You know for You alone know the hearts of all the sons of men" (1 Kings 8:39). 

St Paul says, "Judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the 

hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts" (1 Cor 4:5). 

WHAT DID JESUS SAY? 

One of the disciples asked Jesus a similar question, "Lord, are there few who are saved?" Jesus 

response was "Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I say to you, will seek to enter and 

will not be able" (Luke 13:23-24). 

In other words, it is only God's business; not ours. He is the only judge who knows the heart of man 

and will decide accordingly.  

St. Paul says, 

*"We know Him who said, 'Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,' says the Lord. And again, 'The Lord will 

judge His people" (Hebrews 10:30). 

FINAL THOUGHTS 

The questioner seems to be asking this question either out of curiosity or out of compassion. If 

curiosity, we have addressed this above. If compassion, I ask, do you have more compassion for 

God's creation than God Himself? Remember that He died for these people. He loves them much 

more than we can imagine. 

With this conviction, I must rest assured that He will reach out and reveal Himself to them in a way 

that we cannot comprehend nor understand. 

Today, many are blinded and misquided by erroneous ideas about God. Our duty as Christians is to 

hold up the light of the Gospel, spreading true teaching about who God is and how we may know 

Him. 

So, let's ask ourselves a better question: "What are we doing to help those who have never heard of 

Christ?" 

 

 


